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What you will find here are pictures of interest to the story of Anna Wiese. Many of them 
are hand-drawn pictures from the Evening Times Republican from 1893, though we don’ t 
know who the artist was to give credit to anyone in particular. In some cases, I drew a 
larger version of a map to allow you to see a little more clearly details that you might not 
have seen from the smaller version. We could only find a picture of Schoolhouse #5 
where the autopsy was held and the picture wasn’ t very clear, so I drew a better picture 
for you. 
 
� � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � 
 
 � and I drove out to the site of the murder to take pictures of 
the scene, the houses, and the schoolhouse, but there was nothing left but farm fields. Of 
course, the road (Yates Avenue) where the murder took place is still there, but no 
buildings stand any more. This was quite disappointing to us. We thought, at least, the 
schoolhouse would still be there, but all we found was the road sign and another empty 
field. 
 
To see Anna’s gravesite and stone, you can go to 
www.nightwatchmanchronicles.com/TableofContents.htm 
This will take you to � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � 
 
 � � � � � 
 � � � � � � table of contents for 
the free magazine. Click on “Burial Place of Anna Wiese.”  
 
We hope that you enjoy these pictures as it kind of brings the whole story to life. It’s one 
thing to see words on paper, but another to see pictures (even if hand-drawn) to really 
visualize what took place on the night of August 26, 1893. 
 
Enjoy your tour of Vienna Township in Iowa. 
 
Sincerely, 
� � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � 
 
 �  
Christina M. Meide 
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This is a small plat map that was drawn by County Surveyor Bremner in 1893. The point 
was to give an accurate diagram for the principal points of the murder and their relative 

locations to one another. The next page will give you an enlarged version that I have 
drawn from the one above. 
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A – Place of Murder     D – House of the Bennett’s 
B – Henry Russie’s House    E – E. N. Hill’s House 
C- Arthur Hill’s House 
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The artist wanted to make sure that the readers received the full impact of the horrendous 
event, so he drew up several different views of the murder scene. The next several pages 

will give you the different views. 
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This is apparently the very location that Anna’s body was found allowing you to see the 
barbed wire fence that is debated over throughout the trials. The only lack in this picture 

is the tall grass that was talked about in front of the fence and along the road. 
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This photo was taken by � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � 
 
 � � It is a shot of Yates Avenue where 
the murder took place looking towards Henry Russie’s house if it had still been standing. 

It is a repeat photo of the first one that was drawn by the artist on page 4. 
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This is what Arthur Hill’s home looked like in 1893. It is where Anna was returning from 
after her visit with Arthur Hill’s wife on August 26, 1893. 
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What you see here is a picture taken by � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � 
 
 � of the area where the 
Hill’s had their homes. E. N. Hill owned the property which held two houses. Arthur Hill 

lived in one of these houses. The building that you see in this photo, we believe is the 
only building remaining from 1893. 
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This is the residence of Henry Russie. Anna was returning here – the place that she had 
called home for approximately 12 weeks before her death. Anna worked as a domestic 

here helping Henry and his invalid wife. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pictures for Anna Wiese  The Night Watchman Chronicles 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 - 10 – 
 

Copyright@2005 The Night Watchman – All Rights Reserved 

 

 
 
 
 

Here we have the home of Si and Emily Bennett.  After many false leads, Emily was 
arrested for Anna’s murder and stood trial for her possible crime. 
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Here is the famous cowyard gate where evidence of a bloody handprint on the second 
board from the top was part of the evidence that drove the Sheriff to arrest Emily Bennett 

for Anna’s murder. 
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This photo, taken by � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � 
 
 � � shows what now stands where the 
Bennett home used to be. 
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This photo was taken by � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � 
 
 �  from Yates Avenue at the site of 
Anna’s murder. The silo you see across the field is where the Bennett home used to stand. 

He took this picture to give you an idea of how far from the murder site the Bennett’s 
actually lived. 
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This is the hand-drawn picture of School House #5. This is where Anna went to school 
and where her autopsy was held. 
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This is where School House #5 stood in 1893. All that is left is an empty field and the 
street signs that read “Wallace Ave.”  and “130th St.” . 
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We have here an 1895 plat map of the area to give you an idea of where the farms were 
located. The round dots in each plot of land is where the houses could be found. Each 
square designates the full extent of the land of the person whose name is written in the 

square. 
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Hand-drawn version of part of the plat map on page 16 showing roads and giving a few 
necessary details. 
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